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Trainer Training Bulletin

Success Fast:  Getting searcher spacing right
Every Team Leader and Search Technician wants to find the missing person and equally wants to be certain that they do NOT miss anything in the area that they search.  The danger of this strategy in missing person search is that whilst we are painstakingly searching one area, our missing person might be dying in another area that is waiting to be searched.  Not only do we need to find them, but we need to do it fast, and with a limited amount of resource.  
The mathematics of search helps us to understand what strategy will find our missing person most quickly, in other words gives our missing person the best chance of being found alive. 
This mathematics is complex, and it is not the purpose of this handout to explain it.  However by considering the area we are searching and the way we search it we can calculate how likely we are to find the missing person.

In the three examples below there is an equal chance of the missing person being in each of the sectors A, B, C and D.  The same number of searchers is used for the same amount of time, and the only difference is that they are spaced further apart when searching.  
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We achieve this simply by increasing our searcher spacing.  This may only be a case of carrying out the Northumberland Rain Dance more honestly!

Our speed will be increased by focussing less on clues and concentrating more on finding the missing person, meaning that our spacing will not need to be increased by quite so much improving our chance of success even more.
We improve our likelihood of finding the missing person by good use of “Searcher Cube” and “Purposeful Wandering”.  

We may save time through accurate navigation and only searching the areas allocated to the team to be searched.

If we search only Sector A with our team of 4 with searcher spacing of 10 meters, taking 4 hours, the likelihood of finding the missing person is 24%








If we search Sectors A and B with a searcher spacing of 20 meters, using the same team of 4, still spending a total of four hours, the likelihood of finding the missing person is 42%











If we search Sectors A, B. C, and D with a searcher spacing of 40 meters, using the same team of 4, and still only taking a total of four hours, the likelihood of finding the missing person is 59%





POD 59% x POA 100% = POS 59%











UKLSI  Trainer Training Feb 09  SU v1.0





